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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 
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SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987
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the shirley index
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a community magazine and business directory
for residents of shirley

www.shirleyindex.co.uk delivered FREE to 6200 homes



When a family is thinking about care for a loved one, they want the 
best - they want to know that the care home they choose will put 
their loved one’s safety, happiness and wellbeing first.

Blossomfield Grange is managed by award-
winning provider Care UK - one of the UK’s 
most highly successful care home operators* 
with over 40 years’ experience of delivering 
high quality care to older people.

Blossomfield Grange stands out from other 
care homes with its large apartment-style 
living and luxury facilities. The home offers 
a choice between two room types, each with 
their own ensuite bathrooms, private dining 
areas and kitchenettes. Our one bed suites 
are ideal for individuals, whilst our companion 
suites offer an additional room, perfect for 
couples to enjoy as an extra living area.

Living at Blossomfield Grange is all about 
quality of life, and we offer tailored care both 
for residential residents, as well as those 
living with dementia on our specialist memory 

care floor. All residents are supported to 
continue to enjoy lifelong hobbies and make 
new friends, from music sessions to quizzes, 
while dancing, exercise classes and gardening 
support residents to stay fit and active. 

Blossomfield Grange is designed with  
signage, colour schemes, soft furnishings  
and floor coverings all chosen to create  
a calm and accessible home from home.  
The dementia suite also includes extra items 
to aid reminiscence and create a sensory 
and engaging space. We also have our own 
café bistro, hair salon and large established 
gardens, enabling all residents to enjoy  
a fulfilling lifestyle. 

Blossomfield Grange care home
1 Worcester Way (Off Dog Kennel Lane), 
Solihull B90 4JX
0121 468 1154
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

Join us for our next free event

Friendship café
Last Monday of every month,  
11am - 12 noon

Meet like-minded people in the community 
for a chat over a hot drink and freshly 
baked treats.

Contact us to RSVP.

*As rated by the Care Quality Commission in England and the Care Inspectorate in Scotland.

Advertising Feature

Quality care in Solihull you can trust



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows
• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing 
experts will complete your 
roofing tasks, quickly 
and efficiently.
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

For those of you that aren’t jetting off overseas this 
Summer, there’s lots of great things happening 
locally, including tribute acts and beer festivals. 

Check out the local event guide on page 6 to see 
what takes your fancy. Whether you’re staying locally 
or exploring Europe or further afield, this Summer, 
have a great month and make the most of the 
weather and the Summer holidays, while they last! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Welcome to the August edition
Holidays!
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

 

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
 

Emergency
Response

time!

 guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761
We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green,
Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all
surrounding areas

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote



local events
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The 3 Lions Beer & 
Cider Festival 
6 & 7 September 12noon – 
11pm, Shirley British Legion  
Entry is £10 which includes a 
souvenir beer glass, tasting 
notes for all the beer and 
cider, £5 worth of beer/cider 
tokens, and live entertainment 
from Ray’s Open Mic Night. 
Tickets can be obtained 
from the Legion or at www.
shirleylions.co.uk/events/
beerfestival.html 

Circus & 
Storytelling 
Workshop              
27 August, Core Theatre 
Solihull                
Join circus artist and storyteller 
Gaby for an exciting day 
of circus skills and stories. 
You’ll even get to make your 
own piece of circus kit to 
take home. Don’t miss out, 

the circus is only in town 

for one day! For ages 7 to 

13. Tickets £30 from www.

thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

“The Supremettes” 
tribute to Diana 
Ross & The 
Supremes                      
31 August, The Lake at Barston    

Among others The Supremes 

had number ones with “Baby 
Love”, “Stop! in the name 
of love”, “Come see about 
me”, “Ain’t no mountain high 
enough” and “You can’t hurry 
love”. Tickets £33 per person, 
or £28 in the Annexe, which 
includes a 3 course Dinner, 
Entertainment and late bar.
Ticket price show only – £10 
per person. Call 01675 444890 
to book.  

Hits Radio Live           
22 November, Resorts World 
Arena         
Hits Radio Live is back in 
2024 for an incredible night 
of performances from your 
favourite hits and throwback 
artists. Previous Hits Live shows 
have included Lewis Capaldi, 
Rita Ora, Tom Grennan, Anne 
Marie, Craig David, James 
Arthur, Becky Hill, Busted and 
many more! Tickets from www.
resortsworldarena.co.uk

community events
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puzzle time

clues
crossword

answer on page 14

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14
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01789 262 411
stratfordenergy.co.uk

Powering your Home and Business 
Experts in Solar, EV Charging and Battery Storage  

With nearly 14 years of experience installing Solar systems
around the Midlands, we pride ourselves on our high-quality

products and workmanship.

Contact Us for a FREE Quote 

Save on average 80% on your energy bills 
Protect yourself from rising energy prices 
Reduce your carbon footprint to help save our planet
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useful services

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

Summer’s here, the time 
is right to call SolClean.

Our Cleaning Services:
	 DRIVEWAYS 
	 PATIOS 
	 GROUND MOSS REMOVAL 
	 BRICKWORK & STONEWORK  
	 ROOFS 
	 GUTTERS 
	 FASCIAS & SOFFITS

0121 369 0070 | 07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

answers on page 14
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book reviews

a good read By Natasha Donovan

Queenie
by Candice Carty-Williams
Queenie Jenkins, a 25-year-
old British-Jamaican 
journalist in London, faces a 
life-altering change when 
her white boyfriend, Tom, 
suggests a break. She is 
forced to reassess her life, 
questioning her actions and identity.
Queenie could be ‘just another chick lit novel’ 
about a twenty-something navigating her career 
and relationships. She has been called the 
Black Bridget Jones, but if this is the case then 
it’s Bridget Jones without the cushion of middle-
class white privilege. Throughout the novel, 
Queenie confronts and challenges various forms 
of micro-oppressions and injustice. Carty-Williams 
tackles societal issues head-on; the depiction 
of casual systemic racism is eye-opening, and 
handled with a deftness and inside humour of 
one who has experienced all of it. Queenie 
and her friend Kyazike are compelling in their 
struggles and resilience, offering a portrayal 
of young Black women just living their lives, 
which is often missing in books and media.
Queenie’s experiences as a woman are 
relatable for the majority of young women, 
evoking laughter one moment and discomfort 
the next. It’s an honest depiction of life as 
a twenty-something in a big city. Despite 
covering many important topics, it’s an 
easy read. The humour is sharp, and the 
storytelling fosters a deep empathy with 
the characters. The reader will care about 
Queenie as she battles her demons. 
Carty-Williams has managed to strike a 
balance between light and dark, reinventing 
the rom-com to include significant issues. 
This blending of tones makes this a cut 
above the usual romantic holiday read.

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant
by Nizrana Farook
This is an exhilarating 
adventure set in a lush, 
fictional part of Sri Lanka. 
Chaya is a spirited and 
courageous young girl 
who quietly champions 
the poor, the injured, 
and the widowed. The 
way she funds these 
charitable deeds is a 
little questionable, but 
readers will love her 
anyway. Chaya’s attempt to help an injured 
villager lands her, her best friend, and a new girl 
in town in a LOT of trouble. What starts out as 
a robbery of the Queen’s jewels ends up in a 
wild chase as she steals the king’s elephant and 
unwittingly sets off a thrilling chain of events.
Farook’s narrative is full of fast-paced action, 
which young readers will love. The lush tropical 
setting of Serendib is full of details that transport 
the reader to the exotic land. Chaya is an 
engaging hero, whose bravery and sense of 
justice are matched by her loyalty to her friends. 
The book tackles themes of friendship, loyalty, 
and the fight against injustice, making these 
concepts accessible to young readers through 
the dynamic plot and relatable characters. 
Neel and Nour, add depth and diversity to 
the story, each bringing their own strengths 
and challenges to the group dynamics.
The Girl Who Stole an Elephant is a thrilling ride 
that manages to subtly explore issues of social 
inequality and the implications of rebelling 
against it. Farook skilfully balances moral 
questions with exciting escapades, making this 
a thoughtful yet fun story for young readers.
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useful services

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com
Sunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581 07377 53446

Driveways 
& Landscapes 
In The West Midlands 
Professional Driveway & 
Landscaping company based 
in Solihull, working throughout 
the West Midlands   

10

We pride ourselves on our high
standards of workmanship

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

0121 8279940
 Call Petr to book a FREE survey & quotation

We are specialists in loft ladders and hatches for easy and safe access to your 

loft. We can provide boarding, lighting and insulation solutions. Call us now to 

find out how we can help you turn your lost space into a really useful loft space.
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

In 2023 a survey of 71,400 
children and young people 
by the National Literacy Trust 

revealed that fewer than one in 
three children (28%) aged eight 
to 18 read daily for enjoyment.

If that’s true it’s incredibly 
sad. Blame is apportioned 
to politicians, teachers, the 
TV, and internet, but blame 
doesn’t achieve anything. 
Instead, as parents what 
can we do to encourage 
our children to engage with 
literature? Try these great tips 
to engage reluctant readers.

Let them see you reading! 
It sounds obvious but it works. 
Read some funny bits from 

your own book aloud to 
them or try an interesting 
newspaper article.

Try to schedule a small 
part of the day for reading. 
It doesn’t even have to be 
them reading. My ten-year-
old son still loves me to read to 
him…especially when I put on 
accents and voices to suit the 

characters. Lose your inhibitions 
and have fun with reading and 
your children will follow suit.

Try a joke book or nonsense 
poetry books. Kids love jokes 
and rhymes, the sillier the 
better. They won’t even realise 
they are reading as they 
regale you with their new-
found anecdotes and ditties.

Use the power of movies. My 
ten-year-old really engaged 
with reading when he saw 
the first Harry Potter movie. 
He read the book straight 
afterwards and realised how 
much richer in detail it was 
compared with the film. From 
then on he was hooked.

Reluctant Readers
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local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883
rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk
Tim Hodgson
07507 935288
tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Maggie Allen
07956 995577
maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell
07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 8

Crossword Solution
from page 8

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Shirley Lions Club 			   0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency 		  111
Solihull Hospital			   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital 		  0121 704 1451 
Shirley Medical Centre 		  0121 705 1105
Park Surgery 			   0121 796 2777
Haslucks Medical Centre 		  0121 705 1105
Tanworth Lane Surgery 		  0121 733 6738
Council 
Solihull Council 			   0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut 		  0800 6783 105
Gas leak 				   0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies)	 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries 	 03457 48 49 50 
Network West Midlands (buses)	 0345 303 6760

midbenders
from page 10
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