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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 

7

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987
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At Care UK’s Blossomfield Grange care home in Solihull, you can live each day your 
way. With our stunning café, hair and beauty salon, large established gardens, we have 
everything you’ll need under one roof to enable you to continue enjoying a fulfilling lifestyle.

At Blossomfield Grange, our dedicated lifestyle 
team will meet with you to get to know your unique 
interests and preferences. We’ll support you to 
continue much-loved hobbies and try new activities 
- making plenty of new friends along the way! 

Part of the community

At Blossomfield Grange, we love to wave at 
passers-by on our many trips out in our minibus. 
Recently, residents have loved our trips to The 
Lickey Hills and Becketts Farm sunflower field.

On quieter days, residents are always welcome  
to enjoy afternoon tea in our café with friends  
and family or relax in our peaceful gardens  
with a chilled smoothie and a favourite book.  
Our hair and beauty salon is popular for those  
who love a pamper. 

We recognise the importance of staying connected 
to local life. We’re often visited by local schools, 
societies, and faith groups, who love to join in  
with our busy activities schedule. 

Wish upon a star

Is there a wish or goal you’ve always wanted to 
achieve? Hang your wish on our wishing tree,  
big or small, and our team will do our best to  
make it happen. Recently, residents have 
experienced football stadium tours, enjoyed 
private ballet performances and have even  
pulled a pint at their favourite pub!

Trust us to care 

At Care UK, we’ve been delivering high quality, 
person-centred care for over 40 years. That’s why 
over 9,000 families across the country trust us to 
care for their older loved one.

To find out more about Blossomfield 
Grange, call 0121 468 1154  
or scan the QR code.

Blossomfield Grange
1 Worcester Way, Off Dog Kennel Lane,  
Solihull B90 4JX
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

Advertising Feature

Live life the way you choose,  
at Blossomfield Grange care home 



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

As soon as October hits we all start thinking 
about Christmas. But there’s Halloween 
and Bonfire Night to enjoy first.

Check out page 6 to see what you can do to get 
into the seasonal spirit and make the most of your 
time now that the nights are longer and colder. With 
Christmas approaching, it’s a time of year many of 
us set deadlines – we want the extension finished by 
then, the carpets professionally cleaned, the gutters 
cleared… whatever you need help with there are 
a range of local professionals who advertise in this 
magazine who are ready and willing to help.

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.shirleyindex.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Welcome to the October edition

Boo!
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Shirley, Shelly Green,
Cheswick Green,
Earlswood & all
surrounding areas

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote



local events
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Solihull Halloween 
Festival  
25 and 26 October 10-6, 27 

October 10-4, Solihull High 

Street and Mell Square   

Visit the town centre for a 

wide range of food, drink, 

and shopping stalls where you 

can take your pick from tasty 

foods and beautiful crafts from 

around the world. And the 

kids haven’t been forgotten, 

as there will be plenty of 
entertainment to keep them 
amused. 

Little Ravers – 
Solihull Halloween 
Bumpkin Special              
30 October 1-3pm, 
PopworldSolihull                 
This is Popworld for kids aged 
2 to 12. They can have fun 
with a live DJ, UV lighting, free 
kid’s face painting, and free 
pumpkin painting. There’s also 
a licensed bar for the grown-
ups. Book tickets at: www.
popworldparty.co.uk/solihull

Wythall Bonfire & 2 
Fireworks Displays                       
2 November 6pm,  
Wythall Park    
Early bird tickets available for 
best value entry. 10 yrs & under 
FREE when accompanied. 
All proceeds to Wythall Park. 
Visit www.wythallfireworks.
eventbrite.com for tickets. 

Fireworks Display            
3 November, gates open 

4.30pm, Moseley Rugby Club         

Join the hospital charities 

for Queen Elizabeth Hospital 

Birmingham, Heartlands, 

Good Hope and Solihull 

Hospital for their spectacular 

fireworks display. The event 

includes charity stalls, 

tombola, hot food, and a 

licensed bar available. Scan 

the QR Code to book or 

visit: www.hospitalcharity.

org/events/charity-fireworks-

moseley 

Pub Quiz Night           
12 November 8pm, The 

Greville Arms, Solihull         

Support Solihull Hospital 

Charity by joining in this quiz 

night – prizes include a meal 

voucher and cash. £3 per 

person, max 6 per team. 

To book please visit www.

hospitalcharity.org/events

Christmas Fair            
30 November 10am - 1pm, 

Knowle Village Hall          

Come and browse amongst 

a lovely selection of Christmas 

gifts and cards, Christmas 

wreaths for the door, books, 

Bric -a Brac, competitions and 

lots more, including the Grand 

Christmas Raffle! Refreshments 

will be available. All proceeds 

to the Hall refurbishment fund.

community events



Bathrooms Galore
Just add water...

49 Stoney Lane, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8RE

0121 783 9966
www.bathroomsgalore.co.uk

Specialists in Bathroom Installation 
And Bathroom Design

The complete design and 
installation service from 
concept to completion 

LD-bathrooms galore-Oct 2024.indd   1LD-bathrooms galore-Oct 2024.indd   1 08/10/2024   11:4008/10/2024   11:40
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puzzle time

clues

crossword

answer on page 14

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14



While very few people 
now qualify for a 
free COVID vaccine, 

many groups of people qualify 
for a free flu jab, including those 
over 65, diabetics, asthmatics, 
people with chronic heart, 
liver or kidney disease, people 
with BMI over 40, carers and 
frontline health workers.

Why should an otherwise 
healthy person need a flu 
vaccine? Well, seasonal flu is 
a substantial and unpleasant 
illness, far worse than the 
common cold, with which 
it’s sometimes confused. Flu 
generally requires a week or 
so off work to recover and can 

trigger other conditions like 
bronchitis or pneumonia.

The average person with 
flu infects one or two other 
people through sneezing, 
coughing and touch. If you 
work with the general public, 
in a shop or hair salon for 
example, you are more at risk 
of being exposed to the virus 
so you might consider a flu 
jab a worthwhile investment.

A business owner may 
consider the impact a week 
off sick would have on their 
business and opt to protect 
themself for that reason.

Children are much more likely 
to pick up and pass on bugs as 

they are in such close proximity 
to each other all day. For this 
reason, teachers and parents 
might think it wise to have a jab.

Flu jabs are generally safe 
unless you have an allergy to 
eggs or have had a previous 
allergic reaction to a shot. So, 
discuss protecting yourself 
with your pharmacist today.

Flu Jabs

useful info

9  
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useful services

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

BOOK YOUR ROOF & 
GUTTER CLEANING NOW!
Our Cleaning Services:

0121 369 0070 | 07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING

answers on page 14
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book reviews

a good read By Natasha Donovan

If It Bleeds
by Stephen King
This is a collection of 
four compelling novellas 
that showcase King’s 
mastery of storytelling. 
Mr. Harrigan’s Phone: 
Craig, a young boy in 
a small town, befriends 
the reclusive and 
wealthy Mr. Harrigan. 
After Mr. Harrigan’s 
death, Craig continues to text his old phone, 
which was buried with him, and astonishingly, 
receives responses. The story explores themes 
of friendship, technology, and the supernatural 
consequences of the digital age.
The Life of Chuck: This novella is told in three 
acts, beginning with the end. It chronicles 
the life of Chuck Krantz in reverse, starting 
with the apocalypse and moving backward 
to his childhood. The story is a meditation 
on the significance of individual lives 
and the marks they leave on the world, 
blending reality with magical realism.
If It Bleeds: A sequel to another story, “The 
Outsider,” this novella follows Holly Gibney 
of the Finders Keepers detective agency 
as she investigates a school bombing. Holly 
discovers that the reporter on the scene, Chet 
Ondowsky, is not who he seems. As she digs 
deeper, she uncovers a shape-shifting entity that 
feeds on human suffering, leading to a tense 
confrontation. This story highlights themes of 
resilience and the battle between good and evil.
Rat: Drew Larson, a struggling writer, retreats 
to a remote cabin to finish his novel. Stricken 
with writer’s block and a series of unfortunate 
events, he makes a Faustian bargain with a 
rat, trading his success for a friend’s life. The 
story examines the dark side of ambition, the 
cost of creativity, and the moral dilemmas 
faced by individuals in pursuit of their dreams.
Stephen King’s ability to weave intricate tales 
that delve deep into the human psyche is 

legendary. And these four unconnected 
novellas are perfect for a bit of spooky-
yet-easily digestible Halloween reading.

The Haunting of Aveline Jones
by Phi Hickes
This enchanting and 
eerie tale tells the story of 
Aveline Jones, a young 
girl who is sent to stay 
with her Aunt Lilian in the 
seaside town of Malmouth 
during her autumn break. 
While exploring the town, 
Aveline stumbles upon a 
dusty old book of ghost 
stories in a second-hand 
bookstore. Intrigued by 
the tales within, she discovers that one of the 
stories involves a girl named Primrose Penberthy 
who mysteriously disappeared thirty years ago.
As Aveline delves deeper into the book, she 
starts experiencing strange occurrences and 
eerie sightings, leading her to believe that 
Primrose’s ghost is trying to communicate 
with her. Determined to uncover the truth, 
Aveline investigates Primrose’s disappearance, 
despite her aunt’s warnings and the 
townspeople’s reluctance to discuss the past.
Aveline’s curiosity leads her to uncover dark 
secrets about Malmouth and its history. She 
learns that Primrose’s disappearance is tied 
to a chilling legend and that the ghostly 
encounters she experiences are linked to a 
malevolent presence in the town. Will Aveline 
and her new friend Will, be brave enough to 
confront the supernatural forces at play, and 
bring peace to Primrose’s restless spirit?
“The Haunting of Aveline Jones” is a 
suspenseful and atmospheric tale of 
courage, mystery, and the supernatural. 
Perfect for an October fireside read.
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useful info

0121 8279940
 Call Petr to book a FREE survey & quotation

We are specialists in loft ladders and hatches for easy and safe access to your 

loft. We can provide boarding, lighting and insulation solutions. Call us now to 

find out how we can help you turn your lost space into a really useful loft space.

Halloween, once primarily 
an American tradition, 
has firmly taken root in the 

UK. Love it or loathe it, October 
31st will bring with it groups of 
spookily clad youngsters, going 
door to door shouting ‘Trick 
or treat!’ As they venture out 
into the night, it’s important 
for both trick-or-treaters and 
homeowners to observe some 
etiquette to ensure a fun and 
respectful evening for all.

TRICK-OR-TREATERS:
Costumes and Manners: 
Dress up in your best costumes 
and be sure to say “please” 
and “thank you” when 
collecting treats. Politeness 

goes a long way in making 
a positive impression.
Stay Safe: Say in a group and 
have an adult accompany 
young children. Carry a 
torch or wear reflective 
clothing to stay visible.
Householders
Signal Participation: If you’re 
happy to welcome trick-or-
treaters, make it clear with 
decorations, a lit pumpkin, or 
leaving the porch light on.

Treats Only: Provide wrapped 
sweets and chocolates 
for hygiene and safety. 
Respectful Refusals: If you 
prefer not to participate, 
it’s perfectly acceptable. 
Simply leave your exterior 
lights off and consider putting 
up a polite sign indicating 
you’re not taking part.
Be Inclusive: Consider 
offering non-food treats as 
well for children with allergies 
or dietary restrictions, such 
as stickers or small toys.
By following these simple 
guidelines, both trick-or-
treaters and homeowners 
can enjoy a spooky, safe, 
and happy Halloween. 

Mind Your Manners When Trick or Treating!



useful info

13  

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

Forget Christmas, this 
is the most wonderful 
time of the year!
Autumn in the UK is a season 
rich with charm and tradition. 
Here are five reasons to fall in 
love with this time of year:
Spectacular Autumn Foliage: 
The UK is home to some 
of the most breathtaking 
autumnal landscapes. 
From the woodlands in the 
Lake District to the golden 
hues of the Cotswolds, the 
countryside is ablaze with 
colour at this time of year. 
Even city parks, like London’s 
Hyde Park or Edinburgh’s 
Royal Botanic Garden, offer 
stunning autumn displays.

Bonfire Night: A uniquely 
British tradition, Bonfire Night 
on November 5th is a highlight 
of the autumn season. It’s 
a night filled with fireworks, 
bonfires, and the smell of 
roasting marshmallows. The 
historical significance of Guy 
Fawkes’ failed Gunpowder 
Plot adds an element of 
intrigue to the festivities.
Cozy Pub Culture: As the 
weather cools, there’s nothing 
quite like the warmth of a 
traditional British pub. Autumn 
is the perfect time to enjoy a 
hearty meal by the fire, sample 
seasonal ales, or simply relax 
with a hot drink in the snug 
atmosphere of a country inn.

Seasonal Produce: Autumn 
brings a bounty of fresh, local 
produce to the UK. From 
apples and pears to root 
vegetables and game meats, 
the season offers the perfect 
ingredients for comforting 
dishes like roast dinners, stews, 
and pies. Farmers’ markets 
across the country brim with 
these autumnal delights.
October is a wonderful time 
of year so pull on your jeans 
and boots and head out 
for some autumn fun.

Fall for Autumn



14  Mention the Shirley Index when responding to advertisements

useful numbers

local police contact
for Shirley
Email:  shirley@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  

SHIRLEY WEST  

Dr Rosemary Sexton
0121 285 3883
rosemary.sexton@solihull.gov.uk
Tim Hodgson
07507 935288
tim.hodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Maggie Allen
07956 995577
maggie.allen@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY SOUTH  

Max McLoughlin
07881 632412
max.mcloughlin@solihull.gov.uk
Andy Hodgson
07412 041 164
ahodgson@solihull.gov.uk
Shahin Ashraf
07779 358131
shahin.ashraf@solihull.gov.uk

SHIRLEY EAST 

Mark Parker
0121 733 1704
mark.parker@solihull.gov.uk
Annette Mackenzie
07890 062553
annette.mackenzie@solihull.gov.uk
Karen Grinsell
07850 026366
karen.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 8

Crossword Solution
from page 8

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Shirley Lions Club    0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency   111
Solihull Hospital   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital   0121 704 1451 
Shirley Medical Centre   0121 705 1105
Park Surgery    0121 796 2777
Haslucks Medical Centre   0121 705 1105
Tanworth Lane Surgery   0121 733 6738
Council 
Solihull Council    0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut   0800 6783 105
Gas leak     0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies) 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries  03457 48 49 50 
Network West Midlands (buses) 0345 303 6760

midbenders
from page 10
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Call now for 
your FREE 
market appraisal 

01564 660950

NO TRICKS, 
JUST TREATS
At Drakes Estate Agents we don’t believe in using sales 
tricks, what we do believe in is treating you and your 
house move with the care and respect you deserve.

Remember to subscribe to our 
youtube channel to see properties 
before they hit rightmove!
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